CHAPTER  XI
PROPHETIC VISION  OF EXTERNAL  ORDER

THE prophecy of the Old Testament, so far as it is
predictive of coming judgment, or deliverance, or
other striking manifestations of divine Justice, Power
and Goodness, is probably the fruit of a growing sense
of the likeness between the character of Jahveh and
that of the just man ; and in this way the prophetic
spirit, with its righteous indignation, its desire of
justice and equity, its outbursts of pity for the smitten
offender, identifies itself with "the Spirit of the Lord."
Hence the imaginative and intellectual conviction that
what, according to the prophet's own mind, ought to
happen in the interests of justice and goodness, was
about to happen, and that more or less surely and
shortly in proportion to the intensity and clearness of
the conviction. It is doubtless an advance of religious
thought which finds the likeness of Jahveh rather in
the just man than in the crafty or strong or violent
man; but a further advance teaches us to see this
likeness, not indeed contradicted, but swallowed up
and transcended, in a Goodness which, to us, may seem
evil, in a Light which, to our eyes, is darkness, in a
Love whose ways and thoughts are not the ways and
thoughts of our love. Hence, though we hope far
more, we predict far less, and the demands upon our
faith and patience are multiplied. The writer of Job
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